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April Vacation Camp

Open to
Grades 2 - 8

Get DRAMATIC this Spring Break!

Space is Limited & Will Sell Out!
Scan to Enroll or visit

www.PenobscotTheatre.org

Learn something new every day! Guest Teachers join DA staff each day for a fun, 
dramatic and theatrical week. From puppetry to clowning, there’s something 
for everyone this April.  Students enrolling in the full week will attend class every 
day from 10am-3pm.  Class will be held at 51A Main Street in Bangor, ME.

Daily Topics!
Monday 4/21:

Puppetry with Ryan Jackson

Tuesday 4/22:
Makeup Design with Ben Layman & Costume Design with Caitlyn Collins

Wednesday 4/23:
Clowning with Andrew Silver

Thursday 4/24:
Musical Theater with Anna Kemble

Friday 4/25:
Improv with Jen Shepard/Larrance Fingerhut & Movement with Kacie Gerow

April 21 - 25  |  10am - 3pm
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Land Acknowledgement
We acknowledge Penobscot Theatre Company’s presence on the unceded ancestral 

lands of the  Penobscot people. The land from which we benefit continues to be a place 
of foremost importance to the Penobscot Nation and all descendants of the Wabanaki 
Confederacy.   We recognize that the Wabanaki people continue to seek resolution on 

issues concerning water, territorial rights, and threats to sacred sites.

The Penobscots have inhabited Maine and the surrounding areas for over 11,000 years. 
Their ancestral territory included many rivers that flow into the Gulf of Maine, including 

all the watersheds from the Machias River in the east to Cape Ann in Massachusetts. The 
Penobscot Nation is one of the oldest, continuously operating governments in the world. 

The Penobscot Nation is part of the Wabanaki Confederacy, which also includes the 
Passamaquoddy, Micmac and Maliseet. 

PTC resolves to be an anti-racist institution. We are proud to be members of the 
Wabanaki Alliance Coalition and are committed to living our values by promoting the 
history and cultures of the Wabanaki Peoples and sustaining an ongoing relationship 

which supports the art, resources, and values of indigenous peoples and tribes.

Our Sponsors & Advertisers

Our Company
April Vacation Camp .............................................2
Land Acknowledgement ...................................3
PTC Staff ........................................................................5
Audience Services...................................................5
Board of Directors ...................................................5

Land Acknowledgement

Bangor Floral ............................................................4
Inspired Consulting Group LLC ...................7
Diversified Ink ..........................................................7
Edwards, Faust & Smith ....................................7
AARP Bangor ...........................................................7
Fairmount Dental .................................................8
Coffee News ..............................................................9
Orono Brewing ...................................................... 11
ERA Dawson-The Rock Team ...................... 11
Hollywood Beauty Lounge & Day Spa .. 12
Bangor International Airport ...................... 12
Watermark Dental .............................................. 12
Griffin & Jordan ..................................................... 13

Farrell Rosenblatt & Russell .....................13
WERU .................................................................... 14
Birchbrook ..........................................................15
Darling's ................................................................17
Bangor Savings Bank ................................. 18
Maine Savings FCU .......................................19
Morgan Stanley ............................................. 20
Penobscot Veterinary Services .............21
Bangor Symphony Orchestra ...............22
Tiller & Rye ..........................................................23
Eaton Peabody ................................................23
Portland Pie Co ...............................................23
The Hive Mortgage Guidance.............. 24

A Letter from the Artistic Director ..........6
Our Leading Sponsors .....................................9
Show Credits ........................................................ 10
The Cast & Crew ................................................. 10
Who's Who .............................................................13

Haley Ward ....................................................... 25
Unionstreet Laundromat ........................ 25
Moe's Essential BBQ...................................26
Starboard Consulting ................................26
SK Tours ..............................................................26
Blueberry Broadcasting .......................... 27
The Mimi Foundation ................................28
Maine Public ....................................................29
The Rock & Arts Shop ................................30
Zone Radio ......................................................... 31
Advertising Specialists of Maine ........34
Newscenter Maine ...................................... 35
Pulse ......................................................................36

From Chaos to Comedy ............................16
Our Leading Donors ................................... 32

In This Playbill

Squawk About It!If You Saw it & Loved it at PTC

YOU are our best advertising

@PenobscotTheatreCompany



Page  |   4 www.PenobscotTheatre.orgwww.PenobscotTheatre.org

Bangor Floral
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Birthday Candles
Sept 19 - Oct 6

A Christmas Carol
Nov 29 - Dec 22

Dial M for Murder
Jan 30 - Feb 23

Matinicus: 
A Lighthouse Play

Mar 20 - Apr 6

Mother Russia
May 1 - 18

The Rocky Horror Show
Jun 12 - Jul 13

PTC Staff

Jonathan Berry
Jen Shepard 
Andrew Speed
Amanda Neitz
John Siedenberg II
Christopher Gardner
Heather Astbury-Libby
Frank Bachman

Nellie Kelly
Kacie Gerow
Kae Cooney

Jess Ploszaj
Zac Whitenack
James Kuzio
Kevin Jacob Koski
Caitlyn Collins
Jazlynne Williams
Neil E Graham

Jenna Gripshover
Kevin Jacob Koski
Neil E Graham
Angela Bonacasa
Thomas Demers
Tony Gerow
Gwen Elise Higgins

Sundance Campbell
Benjamin Johnson
Bethany Stough
Gloria Vollmers

PTC Staff
Administrative Staff

Artistic Director
Executive Director
Business Manager

Operations Administrator
Director of Marketing

Box Office Manager
House Manager

The Stage Door Bar Manager

Dramatic Academy Staff
DA Education Director

DA Administrator
Corp. Training Coordinator

Production Staff
Production Manager

Technical Director
Assistant Technical Director

Costume Dept Manager 
Costume Shop Assistant

Stage Mgmt. Associate
House Sound Engineer

Resident Artists
Stage Managment Associate

Costume Design
Sound Design

Fight & Intimacy Director
Props Supervisor

House Electrician
Scenic Charge

Board of Directors
President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Vijay Amarendran • Ellen Conway • Lisa Frazell
Beth Hagerty • Margo Lukens

Kathryn Olmstead • Anthony Pellegrini
Jillian Sarnacki-Wood • Dave Shove • Tim Stout

Dominick Varney • Jonathan Wood

Your 51st Season

Box Office Hours
→ Tuesday – Friday:  12:00pm – 5:00pm

→ The Box Office is open three hours before 
show time on performance Saturdays & 
Sundays and through intermission at all 

performances.

Restrooms
→ 2 all-gender welcoming restrooms are 
located downstairs from the lobby level. 

→ Single-stall restrooms can be found in the 
1st floor lobby and in The Stage Door.

If you have any suggestions for how to  improve your 
experience: HouseManager@penobscottheatre.org

Accessibility
→Hearing Loop system available for patrons with 

T-Coil hearing aids, earbuds, or PTC headset. 

→ See Box Office for more info or 
www.PenobscotTheatre.org/loop

→Large print & digital playbills available.

→Accessible seating is available.

→Accessible bathroom is located in the lobby.

Audience Services

Audience Services

Board of Directors
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Welcome to Matinicus,

Matinicus Rock stands nearly 25 miles off of the Maine Coast in the middle of the Penobscot Bay.  The 
lighthouse was originally built in 1827 to protect ship traffic coming up and down the coast and heading 
towards the docks of Portland. Even for Maine standards, the windswept and remote island proved a study in 
isolation for anyone tasked with keeping the light. 
 
It is not a coincidence, then,  that this play emerged out of our recent COVID 19 pandemic.  Our playwright, 
Jenny Connell Davis, had been sent a copy of the children’s book KEEP THE LIGHTS BURNING ABBIE by 
her mother.  Stuck inside her Texas home with her own family, Jenny stared at the cover art – the young woman 
staring defiantly out at a churning ocean – and Jenny, having grown up along the Maine coast, couldn’t help but 
see her young self in the image.
 
And in the midst of a lockdown with her family, so far away from her parents and the place she grew up, the 
playwright began to take the theatrical maker's path and she imagined;  imagined a young girl, uprooted from 
her life and her friends and placed on the most remote of rocks, surrounded by ocean, with only her family and 
the seabirds for company. How must it have felt to be tasked with the care of her family and a sick mother while 
her father sailed to the mainland in search of needed supplies?  When she saw the clouds darken and the water 
rise, what was her fear?  How, in that moment, did she summon the necessary courage to continue?  
 
Jenny never actually read the book – she did her own research and started writing.  In the midst of her own 
frightening experience, she put herself in Abbie’s shoes and imagined this young girl’s courage and her heroic 
actions.  Through imagining, she found some courage of her own to manage her own, terrifying storm.  And 
that is, ultimately, the power of live theater.  We sit in the dark till the light of a play sparks, and we imagine 
something together that has the power to transform hearts and minds.  
 
While there’s no way to know for certain, I would bet that if you could ask Abigail about her heroism, she would 
likely demure and say that she was “just doing what anyone would do under those circumstances.”   She would 
probably be uncomfortable with the word “hero” and focus more on how everyone contributed and banded 
together to survive.  An ordinary person in an extraordinary moment, simply doing their part.  
 
But, for me, that IS the definition of heroism and it happens every day.  It might not always have the dramatic 
accompaniment of a ferocious storm, but everyday people, in every community, see a need and step into it.  Not 
for the glory or the honor that may (or may not) accompany the act, but simply because it is something that 
needs to be done.  

Thank you for sharing this story with us - 

A Letter from the Artistic DirectorA Letter from Jonathan Berry, Artistic Director

Our Mission
Penobscot Theatre Company creates extraordinary theatrical experiences that engage and inspire our 

community, fostering a better quality of life in the heart of Maine.

Our Work
PTC’s primary work involves a full season of professional, subscription series, & add-on productions, 

handcrafted stagings of plays and musicals, new and classic. In addition, our diverse educational 
programming serves thousands of Maine youths through school-based workshops, student matinees, 

and summer and after-school programs.

Our History
The company has its roots in the Acadia Repertory Theatre, founded in Bangor in 1973 by George 

Vafiadis and Lou Collier. Acadia Rep presented 97 productions in Bangor before Penobscot Theatre 
Company was incorporated in 1983. Acadia Rep still operates on Mount Desert Island as a separate 

entity, while Penobscot Theatre Company is the nation’s Northeastern-most year-round professional 
regional theatre in Northern Maine. Over its long history, the company has earned a national 

reputation for quality and innovation as its offerings have expanded and audiences have grown.

Our Partners
Even with solid attendance, the company’s income from subscriptions, ticket sales, and program 
registration comprises only 60% of our total operating budget. As a non-profit charity, we rely on 

support from private foundations, local businesses and individuals like you, who recognize the 
importance of theatre to a vibrant culture and robust economy. The generosity of our community-

based partners makes our work possible, and we operate always with a strong spirit of collaboration. 
Help solidify the theatre’s place in the heart of Maine, and please consider a gift today.

Jonathan Berry
Artistic Director | Penobscot Theatre Company
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AARP Bangor

Inspired Consulting Group LLC

Diversified Ink

Edwards, Faust & Smith

Inspiring a more diverse, equitable, and inclusive world. 
Together.

“Chris has been a true gift and guide to the Maine 
Savings team. He has been with us every step of the 
way. His compassionate and professional approach are 
an ideal fit for any organization or business beginning 
their DEI&B journey.”  
 
— Vanessa Madore, CEO and President, Maine Savings FCU

Inspired Consulting Group, LLC specializes in 
delivering high-quality professional development 
services, including DEI&B consulting, leadership 

coaching, behavioral health and wellness 
education, and LGBTQIA+ service delivery.

Chris McLaughlin, MSW, LCSW 
(He/Him/His)
Owner and Lead Consultant
207.478.0884 | inspiredcg.com

Join AARP Maine at any of  
our free events in Bangor, 
including free monthly 
coffee socials, informative 
workshops, and much more.

AARP in your community:  
What we do may surprise you! 

We’re  
in your 
corner.

     @aarpmaine  |  aarp.org/me   

BANGOR, ME EFSCPA.COM

A U D I T    A C C O U N T I N G    T A X

Accountants  
who love
 the arts .
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Fairmount Dental
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Our Leading Sponsors

Foundations and Grant Support
Bangor Green Drinks Grant • The Leonard C. and Mildred F. Ferguson Foundation

The Leonard and Renee Minsky Fund for Arts Education • Libra Foundation
The Maine Arts Commission • Margaret Burnham Charitable Trust • The Mimi Fund

Oldenburg Family Foundation • The Onion Foundation
Penobscot Foundation for Developmental Services • The Shubert Foundation

Stephen & Tabitha King Foundation

Season Media Sponsors
Advertising Specialists of Maine • Bangor Daily News • Blueberry Broadcasting

Certified Network Systems • Coffee News • Darling’s • Downtown w/ Rich Kimball
Freeman & Associates • MAINE PUBLIC • NEWSCENTER Maine • Paul Cook

Print Bangor • WERU • WKIT

Bangor Opera House Level - $8,000+
Bangor Savings Bank • Birchbrook • Maine Savings FCU • The Mimi Fund

Park Level - $6,000 - $7,999
Fairmount Dental • Morgan Stanley • Penobscot Veterinary Services

Bijou Level - $4,000 - $5,999
Bangor International Airport • Eaton Peabody • ERA Dawson-The Rock Team

Gaiety Level - $2,000 - $3,999 
AARP Maine • Farrell, Rosenblatt, & Russell • Griffin & Jordan

Hollywood Casino • Hollywood Beauty Lounge & Day Spa • Inspired Consulting
MDI Ice Cream • Pike Project Development • Watermark Dental

OUR LEADING SPONSORS

Pre-Order Your Drinks
for Intermission!

Open before the curtain rises, after 
the final bow and every Thursday-

Saturday from 5 to 9!Coffee News

BREAK 
A LEG

to PTC!
Look for the latest Coffee News 

in restaurants, doctor and dentist 
offices, coffee shops, any place people 

are awaiting service.
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The Cast & Crew

Advertising Specialists of Maine • Bangor Daily News • BBSC • Blueberry Broadcasting
Certified Network Systems • Coffee News • Darling’s • MAINE PUBLIC • NEWSCENTER Maine 

Paul Cook • Print Bangor • WERU • WKIT

Production Photos by Bill Kuykendall

Scenic Design
Gwen Elise Higgins

Costume Design
Kevin Jacob Koski

Lighting Design
JP Sedlock

Directed by
Julie Arnold Lisnet

March 20 - April 6, 2025

Proudly Sponsored by
Bangor International Airport • Maine Savings FCU • Darling's

Pike Development • Griffin & Jordan

Production Stage Management
Jazlynne Williams*

by Jenny Connell Davis

Props Design
Thomas Demers

Sound Design
Neil E Graham

The Penobscot Theatre Company production of

*Appearing through an 
Agreement between PTC, and 
Actors’ Equity Association, the 
Union of Professional Actors and 
Stage Managers in the U.S.A. 

Show CreditsThe use of any recording device, either audio or video, 
and the taking of photographs is strictly prohibited.

Matinicus
A Lighthouse Play

Starring Katie Peabody* as Abigail Burgess

Understudies
Understudies never substitute for listed performers unless addressed.

For Abigail: Natalie Lisnet

Crew
Assistant Stage Manager...........................................................................Jenna Gripshover
Scenic Charge................................................................................................Gwen Elise Higgins
Sound Engineer......................................................................................................Neil E. Graham
Wardrobe Supervisor........................................................................................... Caitlyn Collins
Head Electrician.............................................................................................................Tony Gerow

Setting
Rockland, Maine & Matinicus Rock, Maine - 1850s



Page  |   11Penobscot Theatre CompanyPenobscot Theatre Company

ERA Dawson-The Rock Team

Orono Brewing
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Watermark Dental

Hollywood Beauty Lounge & 
Day Spa

Bangor International Airport
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Katie Peabody* (Abigail) 
is delighted to make her 
PTC debut. Born & raised 
in Seattle, she is thrilled to 
perform in her father’s home 
state, Maine. Select theater 
credits: LITTLE WOMEN 
(Beth/Seattle Rep Theater, 
Milwaukee Rep Theater), THE 
HUMANS (Brigid/Coachella 
Valley Rep), EVERYONE 
AGREES (Ceaseless Fun), 
LEAR’S SHADOW (Ensemble 
Shakespeare Theater). Katie 

Farrell Rosenblatt & Russell

Griffin & Jordan

Who's Who

performs with E3W Productions, is a member of 
Harvest Theater Company, and graduated from 
the University of Southern California (USC) School 
of Dramatic Arts (McKinlay Award for Outstanding 
Performance, Doolittle Award for Best Cumulative 
Artistic Work). Thank you to her family, partner, and 
in loving memory of Pat Sharp. @ktpbdy, www.
katiepeabody.net (She/They)

Natalie Lisnet (Understudy) is excited to be 
involved with her first PTC show! While this is her 
first time on the PTC stage, she’s no stranger to 
theater. Previous credits:  HENRY V (King Henry V), 
THE BOOK OF WILL (Alice Heminges, Susannah 
Shakespeare), VANYA AND SONIA AND MASHA 
AND SPIKE (Nina), MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING 
(Borachio), ROMEO AND JULIET (Mercutio). She’s 
also acted in theatre productions at the University 
of Maine School of Performing Arts, including A 
MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM (Titania) and THE 
MINEOLA TWINS (Myrna/Ensemble), and has also 
played bassoon in various music ensembles. She’d 

like to thank all her family & friends for the support, 
and she hopes you enjoy the show! (She/Her)

Julie Arnold Lisnet (Director) is an actor, director, 
producer, educator and teacher at UMaine where 
she received a BA in Theater and MA in Acting. 
Julie’s acted for PTC, Maine Theatre, Theatre of the 
Enchanted Forest, The Assembled Players, Marsh 
Island Stage, Shakespeare on the River, Maine 
Shakespeare Festival, Northern Lights Theatre and 
True North Theatre. She is a founding member/
actor/director/producer for Ten Bucks Theatre, and 
has directed for The Grand, UMaine. For Penobscot 
Theatre her directing credits include BECOMING 
DR. RUTH and CRIMES OF THE HEART. Julie is 
honored to have directed MATINICUS.  (She/Her)

Jazlynne Williams* (Production Stage Manager) 
welcomes you to Matinicus Rock and is excited you 
have joined us for this heroic tale! PTC CREDITS: 
DIAL M FOR MURDER (ASM), A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
(PSM) and BIRTHDAY CANDLES (PSM). Prior to 
arriving in Maine, she traveled the US & Canada 
working regionally & on tour. REGIONAL: The 
Gateway Playhouse (NY), Arvada Center (CO), The 
Premiere Playhouse (SD), Interlochen Center for 
the Arts (MI) TOURS: A BRIDGERTON EXPERIENCE 
(SM), THE STRANGER THINGS EXPERIENCE (ASM). 
Jazlynne gives love & gratitude to her mom & dad 
who always support her & come to see the amazing 
work we do at PTC! www.jazlynnewilliams.com 
@jazlynne_williams (She/Her)



   WHO’S WHO   WHO’S WHOPage  |   14

WERU

Come volunteer at WERU! Opportunities for all ages, on 
the air and behind-the-scenes, because We Are You!  
Supporting the performing arts for over three decades!

89.9 FM
weru.org

Jenna Gripshover (Assistant Stage Manager) A 
recent graduate from Kentucky's Centre College, 
she is excited to help bring the joy of theatre to the 
Bangor community! Previous credits include THE 
WOLVES, GREEK TRAGEDY, MURDER ON THE 
ORIENT EXPRESS, and JAMES AND THE GIANT 
PEACH (Centre College). She would like to thank 
her family, especially her niece Harper and nephew 
Hunter. (She/They)

Gwen Elise Higgins (Scenic Design) is a multi-
hyphenate artist, craftsperson, plant lady from 
Midcoast Maine. B.A in Theatre from University 
of New Hampshire. Past design projects include 
RICHARD III (scenic), FROG AND TOAD (scenic), 
JAMES & THE GIANT PEACH (scenic/puppets), MY 
STORY IS GLUSKABE (puppets), SHOUT! (scenic), 
DRIVING MISS DAISY (scenic), and 50+ productions 
painted. www.gehiggins.com  (She/Her)

Kevin Jacob Koski (Costume Design) is a Maine 
native & awarded graduate of UMaine’s Theatre 
program. He focused on costume design & 
construction while also designing multiple 
productions. With a nearly 10-year tenure at PTC, he
has designed many mainstage & DA productions 
including: WIT, ONE BLUE TARP, ALICE IN 
WONDERLAND, CALENDAR GIRLS, ROCK OF 
AGES, THE FULL MONTY, MISERY, UGLY LIES THE 
BONE, & GASLIGHT. (He/Him)

JP Sedlock (Lighting Design) is excited to be 
designing lights for the first time at PTC. He can 
usually be found at The University of Maine in 
Orono working as the Scene Shop and Lighting 
Supervisor for the Division of Theatre and Dance. 
He just wrapped up WYOMING (Lighting 

Designer) in which Jonathan Berry was the director 
and is currently working on the SPRING DANCE 
SHOWCASE (Lighting Designer) at the University 
of Maine . But, his true passion is roaming around 
Maine with his wife MJ and son Sullivan. (He/Him)

Neil E Graham (Sound Design) brings a lifetime 
of performing arts experience to PTC. Neil is a 
musician, actor, production engineer, singer, voice-
over artist, and host of the nationally syndicated 
radio show "The Dark Side of the Tune". PTC Credits: 
DUCK HUNTER SHOOTS ANGEL, OLIVER!, GHOST 
POSTCARDS FROM MAINE, MAYTAG VIRGIN, 
HOCKEY MOM, 9 TO 5, THE MUSICAL, BECOMING 
DR. RUTH, CLARKSTON, MARY POPPINS. & DIRTY 
DEEDS DOWNEAST. Like any great soundscape, 
you'll miss it if it's gone. (He/Him)

Thomas Demers (Prop Design) is a Bangor resident 
and has been a part of PTC since his mainstage 
debut in Matilda The Musical in 2019. Since then 
he’s played Percy Jackson (DA’S THE LIGHTNING 
THIEF), worked with DA as a props designer and 
assistant stage manager, and is now PTC's resident 
prop designer! Responsible for designing all props 
for not only Mainstage, but also DA shows! Favorite 
credits: THE SPONGEBOB  MUSICAL, BIRTHDAY 
CANDLES, and A CHRISTMAS CAROL. (He/They)

ACTORS’ EQUITY ASSOCIATION (AEA) founded 
in 1913, represents more than 50,000 actors and 
stage managers in the United States. Equity seeks 
to advance, promote, and foster the art of live 
theatre as an essential component of our society. 
Equity negotiates wages and working conditions, 
providing a wide range of benefits, including 
health and pension plans.
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Birchbrook

It
was

in the

- Oscar Wilde

that
I

proud supporters of the  
arts in our community

(800) 990-1117 | www.birchbrook.com 
455 Harlow Street, Bangor, ME 04401
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From Chaos to Comedy

Lauren Yee, celebrated for her sharp wit and keen observations, brings audiences a 
comedic and satirical gem with Mother Russia. Set in 1992 St. Petersburg, the play 
is a vibrant and absurd exploration of post-Soviet life, complete with unexpected 
twists, biting humor, and poignant commentary on societal change. 
 
What's the Story? 
In the chaotic aftermath of the Soviet Union's dissolution, opportunity and absurdity 
abound. Mother Russia follows Evgeny and Dmitri, two hilariously inept government 
surveillance workers, as they attempt to navigate a world of glasnost, perestroika, 
and fast-food chains like McDonald’s. Tasked with spying on Katya, a disgraced 
pop star with international allure, the duo stumbles into a whirlwind of mistaken 
identities, a tangled love triangle, and laughably poor espionage tactics. Yee’s 
storytelling captures the bizarre juxtaposition of newfound freedoms and lingering 
Soviet-era absurdities. 
 
What Audiences Can Expect 
Audiences should prepare for a fast-paced, satirical ride through a richly textured 
world. The 1992 setting provides a colorful backdrop of crumbling Soviet relics and 
emerging capitalist chaos, with Yee’s writing bringing this era to life in vivid detail. 
Expect a cast of outrageous characters—from bumbling spies to a captivating 
former pop star—and a whirlwind of clever banter and physical comedy. 
 
Despite the humor, Mother Russia doesn’t shy away from exploring deeper themes 
like identity, resilience, and the universal search for purpose in uncertain times. 
The play’s balance of satire and sincerity ensures that audiences will leave both 
entertained and moved. 
 
Fans of smart comedy and vivid period pieces won’t want to miss this delightfully 
chaotic journey through post-Soviet St. Petersburg. With its sharp writing, dynamic 
characters, and laugh-out-loud moments, Mother Russia is a ticket to one of the 
most engaging nights at the theater you’ll experience this year.

From Chaos 
to Comedy

May 1 - 18 | at the historic
Bangor Opera House

   W W W. P E N O B S C O T T H E AT R E .O R G  |  2 0 7- 9 4 2 -3 3 3 3
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Darling's

You’ll do better at

COMMERCIAL•FARM
HOME•AUTO•LIFE

(207) 992-1720 
darlingsagency.com

Proud to Support Penobscot Theatre Company
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Bangor Savings Bank

Locations Throughout Northern New England
bangor.com  |  1.877.226.4671
Member FDIC

We’re proud to support the 

and are committed to supporting 
     organizations that help keep our 
communities livable and vibrant.

Penobscot
        Theatre Company
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Maine Savings FCU
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Morgan Stanley is proud to support
Penobscot Theatre Company and the

talented artists who bring stories to life
on stage.

We understand the importance of
investing not only in our clients, but in

the local arts community too.

Financial Advisors

Aram Khavari Jeffrey O’Sullivan
Samantha Becker Sundance Campbel

Morgan Stanley
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Penobscot Veterinary Services
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Bangor Symphony Orchestra

S E A S O N
24  25

bangorsymphony.org
207.581.1755

SINGLE TICKETS 
ON SALE NOW

Experience Our 129th Season
An Illumination of Sound

MASTERWORKS I MASTERWORKS II MASTERWORKS III

MASTERWORKS VMASTERWORKS IV

NUTCRACKER © 2018  &  TM  L UC ASF I LM  LTD .  A LL  R IGHT S 
RESERVED  © D ISNEY.
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Tiller & Rye

Portland Pie Co

Eaton Peabody

At Eaton Peabody we have a long tradition of 
supporting the arts. Whether they entertain, 
inspire, or simply add beauty to our community, the 
arts have an impact on everyone. We are proud to 
support Penobscot Theatre in their mission of 
bringing the performing arts to our community and 
making this region a better place to live and work. 

1-800-564-0111 | eatonpeabody.com
Augusta | Bangor | Brunswick | Ellsworth | Portland
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The Hive Mortgage Guidance

Jenny Connell Davis (Playwright) is the Playwright 
in Residence and Literary Manager at Palm Beach 
Dramaworks, where she is responsible for their 
annual Perlberg Festival of New Plays. Recent 
plays include Scientific Method (Jeff Nominee 
for Best New Play)The Messenger (NNPN Rolling 
World Premiere), Matinicus: A Lighthouse Play 
(Outstanding New Play, Orange County Theater 
Guild), and Anton Chekhov Is A Tasty Snack. Her 
stage plays have been developed or produced with 
the Neill, The Playwrights’ Center, ACT (Seattle), the 
Araca Group, The Gift Theatre, Stage Left and ATC 
(Chicago), Ars Nova, Asolo Rep, NAATCO, Theater 
Mitu, NYSF, Shrewd Productions, Palm Beach 
Dramaworks, Impact Theatre, Chance Theatre, 
SPACE at Ryder Farm, among others. She has been 
a finalist or semi-finalist for Seven Devils, BAPF, 
the Nicholl and the Heideman Awards, a 3-time 
honorable mention on the Kilroys list and has 
been twice-nominated for both the Susan Smith 
Blackburn Prize and the Lark/PONY fellowship. 
In addition to Palm Beach Dramaworks, she has 
been commissioned by Chance Theater, Penfold 
Theater, and Ars Nova. Jenny served as the in-house 
writer at Emmy-award-winning Baobab Studios 
(2022-2024), developing the stories that they iterate 
across tv, film, books, graphic novels, Roblox and 
NFT games, and VR. Her short films have screened 
at festivals worldwide, including SxSW and Toronto. 
She adapted Jennifer Weiner’s The Littlest Bigfoot 
for Fox, and has developed projects for Amazon, 
Anonymous Content, Disney, and SONY. She is 
an Affiliate Artist with the Playwrights’ Center, 
former member of the Ars Nova Play Group, and a 
recipient of grants from Ars Nova, ScriptWorks, The 
Playwrights' Center, and the Network of Ensemble 
Theatres. Jenny was a Writer in Residence at 

Baltimore's Center Stage Theater, and a member 
of the Hyde Park Theater Playwrights Group. Jenny 
trained as an actor at Court and Steppenwolf 
theaters in Chicago, and in playwriting at UT Austin.  
Management: Good Fear.

Jonathan Berry (Artistic Director) is the Artistic 
Director of PTC, where his directing credits include 
MR. BURNS..., DIRTY DEEDS DOWNEAST, and 
IRONBOUND.  Previously from Chicago, he was 
an artistic producer at Steppenwolf, where his 
directing credits include: THE CHILDREN, YOU 
GOT OLDER, CONSTELLATIONS, & THE CRUCIBLE. 
Other work includes: Steep Theatre (Company 
Member): PARIS, RED REX, THE KNOWLEDGE, 
FESTEN, MOMENT, and THE RESISTIBLE RISE 
OF ARTURO UI. Griffin (Company Member): THE 
HARVEST, BALM IN GILEAD, GOLDEN BOY, SPRING 
AWAKENING, PUNK ROCK, COMPANY, & PICNIC. 
Roundabout Theater: SUICIDE, INCORPORATED. 
Gift Theatre: the world premieres of DIRTY and 
SUICIDE, INCORPORATED. Goodman Theatre: 
THE SOLID SAND BELOW & THE WORLD OF 
EXTREME HAPPINESS for New Stages. Assistant 
Director Broadway productions of OF MICE AND 
MEN & THIS IS OUR YOUTH. He taught classes 
at UIC, Columbia College, Northwestern & was 
instrumental in leading the ensemble training 
program, The School at Steppenwolf. (He/Him)

Jen Shepard (Executive Director) has a deep love 
for PTC, having been cast in IT’S A WONDERFUL 
LIFE: A RADIO PLAY in 2015, which marked the 
start of her steady involvement with the company. 
Her favorite credits: BECOMING DR. RUTH, BEAUTY 
AND THE BEAST, and A KICK IN YOUR DICKENS.
(She/Her)
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Haley Ward

Unionstreet Laundromat

1001 Union St. Bangor, ME 04401

207-942-4317
Your Neighborhood Laundromat

Laundromat • Dry Cleaning • Pressing • and More

Proud supporter of the arts and downtown Bangor
100% EMPLOYEE OWNED

ME, NH, MA, CT, FL | HALEYWARD.COM | 207.989.4824 
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Starboard Consulting

SK Tours

Moe's Essential BBQ

    Tours
 Gift Shop
    Books 
Collectibles

872 Hammond Street 
sk-tours.com
207 947-7193
info@sk-tours.com 

SK Tours
Visiting locations
made famous by
Stephen King

ACHIEVE STELLAR RESULTS
withwith

  207.992.4400 • info@starboardleadership.com • starboardleadership.com

• Strategic 
Planning

• Team 
Building

• Board 
Governance

• Executive 
Search

• Executive 
Coaching

• Fundraising 
Counsel

Transform your organization 
with Maine’s premier leadership 
consulting firm. Bringing decades 
of expertise to nonprofit leaders, 
CEOs, and business owners



Page  |   27Penobscot Theatre CompanyPenobscot Theatre Company

Blueberry Broadcasting
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The Mimi Foundation
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Maine Public

Maine Public Classical,
every day it’s Powerful

                          Lively
                          Spellbinding
                          Timeless
                          Elegant
                          Passionate
                          Harmonious
                          Melodic
                          Inspiring
                          Expressive
                          Striking
                          Spirited
                          Peaceful
                          Wistful

91.5 FM Fryeburg/Bridgton . 93.7 FM Milbridge/Downeast . 96.7 FM Boothbay/Brunswick

99.7 FM Waterville . 102.3 FM Kennebunk . 104.1 FM Portland . 106.1 FM Bangor

Stream online at mainepublic.org
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The Rock & Art Shop
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WKIT
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 OUR LEADING DONORS
Grand Circle $5,000 - $15,000+
Paul Chaiken
Mary Beth & Jerald Radke
Kathryn Olmstead
Tony & Joan Pellegrini
Jane & Frank Bragg
Fritz & Caroline Oldenburg
David & Amy Barrett
James M Cohen
Jonathan & Robin Wood
In Honor of Hope Benton*

Marquee Circle $2,500 - $4,999
Ellen Conway
Todd & Laura Heaton
Gloria Vollmers & Paul Markson*
Sundance & Michele Campbell
Dave Shove & Tina Fife

Theatre Circle $1,000 - $2,499
Susan Haggstrom & Deborah Cressler
In Memory of George Demas
Karen Foxwell
Ginny & John Hackney
Dominick, Dennis, & CJ Wood
Bethany & Rusty Stough
Eric Brown & Jean Camuso
Anonymous
Lady Jillian & Lord Sam
Margo Lukens & Ken Dupuis
Chris McLaughlin & Derek Hurder
Leslie Jenkins
The Vijays
Jocie & Mark Cogen*
Jane & Bruce Pratt
Maria Kreilkamp
Michelle & Craig Weatherbee
Kevin & Amy Kuzio*
Carl Ramsay
In Honor of Jordan Lorenz*
Dr Lee Souweine, Jr.
Dr. Charles & Jane Burger
Dr. Shaun Dowd
Ed Schmitt
In Honor of Jocie Cogen*
Jeff & Lisa Wahlstrom
Charles Earley
Downtown with Rich Kimball*
Ben & Sharon Zolper*
Nanci Miller & John Hunnefeld
Norm Dinerman & Sandra K. Spiller
Paul Schneider
In Honor of Dominick Varney
William & Michelle Voss

Benefactor’s Circle $500 - $999
Kate Dickerson & John Thompson
Tanya Schaller
Aaron Kircheis
Aimee Gerow
Allen & Sheridan Adams
Holly Costar
Jenny Hart
Jeri Misler
Rebekah Novak
Curtis & Tommye Whittaker
The Neitz Family
Dr. Julie Keene & Christopher Eskesen
Tim Stout & Daniel Falcone
Lisa & Justin Frazell
Glenn & Nancy Rampe
Rob & Mary Prybylo
John & Patti Dudley
Edward & Cindy Gardella
Debora Lozito
The Jenkins Family
Benjamin & Danielle Johnson
William & Linda Lindblad
Joel & Suzanne Ploszaj
Clif & Kay Eames
The Hand Family
Vanessa & Matt Madore

Bob & Suzanne Kelly
Vera Byrd

In Honor of Phoebe Derdowski* (2)
Greg & Betty Jamison

First Light
The Johnson's

Bradley McCollum
In Memory of Fred Kircheis

Anonymous
Dr. Richard & Carolyn Swett
James & Martha McCarthy

David & Janet Cloutier
Jean Deighan & Glen Porter

Kara & Jeff O'Sullivan*
Jessica Rosenblatt

In Honor of Kathryn Olmstead*
In Memory of Jerry Byrd
In Honor of A.J. Mooney

Michael Dann
Michele Thomas

Eddie Meisner & James McCleave
Mary & Charles Budd

Nancy Hoffman*
Nathaniel Rosenblatt

Susan Kossler & Robert W Drew
Michael & Susan White
Lindsco Equipment Co.

Patron’s Circle $250 - $499
Dr Philip & Amy Badger

Linda & Steuart Thomsen
Debra Rankin

Lovern Stockwell
Anonymous*

Dennis & Dodie Berry*
Jane White-Hassler

Lynne Gardner & Robert Laskey
Maria Wieck

Ms. Phyllis Havens
Barbara Cardone

Denise & David Rocker
Lenore Tipping and Thomas Spitz

Eric & Christy Jolliff*
Kim & Jeff McBurnie 

Jennifer & Todd Simpson
Beth & Jay Hagerty*

Sheila Hess
Gwethalyn & William Phillips

Heart of Maine
Allen Grafton

Pike Project Development*
Carrot Top Corp
Andrew Engel
Arthur Morison

Bernard & Catherine Hope
Ron & Carole*

Thomas School of Dance*
In Honor of Ben Johnson*

David & Susan Carlisle
Dr Justina Miles

Oscar Batlle & Catherine Howard de Batlle
In Honor of Jocie Cogen*

Brookings-Smith
Adam & Holly Kelley
Jacquelene Sullivan
Jeff & Tammy Mills

Jesse Moriarity
Joan Ellis

John & Carol Gregory
In Honor of Dave AND Ben*

Robert Libbey & Lauren Hathaway
Lesley Waterman
Martha Piscuskas

Chez Cherry
Ms Ann Calderwood

In Honor of George Vafiadis*
Ms. Debbie Leighton

Eddie Meisner & James McCleave*
Joyce Clark-Sarnacki

Kathryn & Kevin Frazier
Nancy Fishwick & Marc Moss

Ms. Patricia Stowell
Phyllis Havens*

Willey Law Offices
Rachel Burttram & Brendan Powers

Shelia & Steven Zahm
Susan Burke & William Leonardi

Sybil Wood
Thomas W. Varney

Tony & Kacie Gerow
In Honor of Jillian Saranacki-Wood*

Donor’s Circle $100 - $249
Neale Adams

Josephine Chasse
Amy Jones

Michael & Penny Weinstein
Drs. Colette and Iyad Sabbagh

In Honor of Chloe Hart*
In Memory of Fred Kircheis

Bridgette Chalila & Rob Spreng*
George & Carolyn Eaton

Jane Fairchild
Jane LeVie

Janet Sussman
Jean & Malcom Shick

Jennifer Austin & Peter Jalbert
Anonymous (11)

In Memory of Fred Kircheis
Lisa T. Jung

Louise Ellis Grant
Martha Harris

Mary Sidell
Jeanne & Ron Russell
 Uiko & Thomas Frey

In Memory of Jerry Byrd
Mrs. Bunny Barclay

The Morse Family
Raymond & Virginia McGovern

Andy Stephenson & Rebecca Leamon
Richard & Nancy Grant

Richard Lenz & Jean Tibbetts*
The Green-Hamann Family*

Stacey Coventry
Tracy Bronson Bigney

Chris Dodd & Annette Sohn
Adam Kuykendall

Kim Boucher
Mary and Larry Adams

Nina Earley
Ben & Rachael Wetzel

Bruce Reid
In Honor of Ellen Conway*

Charles Rumsey
Danielle Johnson

Bruce Reid
Gretchen Gardner

Jenny Hart
Juanita Taylor

Judy Commeau
Lewis Miller

Lew & Eleanor Miller*
Mary Kellogg & Wally Jakubas

Mary Simon
Ms Diana Merenda

Ms. Grace Livingston
Richard & Peg Fournier

Richard Gassett
Robert Kilpeck

Shannon Staples
Scott & Sue Edwards
Ben & Brittany Bubar

In Honor of Brianne Beck*
Clair & Marian Wood

Malcolm & Jean Shick
Greg & Jane Swett
Jessica Aronowitz

Margo Boyd & Stephen Bicknell
Susan Stamm

Nan Lincoln
Rosemary & Mark Bamford

Joel Graber

It is with pride that we acknowledge these individuals who have
generously supported our work with contributions of $50 or more. 

The following donors have supported PTC between 9/1/24-3/7/25

Our Leading Donors
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Heart of Maine
Gwen Bartlett
Claire Daniel
Pampered and Polished*
Alisa Cleary
Allie Gardner & Brandon Lieberthal*
In Honor of Ben Johnson*
Andrew Moore
Anne Johnson
Anne & Jim Tatgenhorst
Arthur Hinds
Benita Deschaine
In Honor of Dominick Varney* (2)
Bill Kuykendall
Cara Fox
Carolyn Rodick
Catherine Elliott
Anonymous
Pat and Cindy Behling
Clare Mundell
Connie Carter
Connie McVey & Michael Socolow
Connie Ronco
Constance Smith
In Honor of Jen Shepard*
In Honor of Ben Johnson*
David Peters
Deborah Pellegrino
Diana & David Richardson
Donald & Felicia Wiswell
Donovan & Cynthia Todd
In Honor of Phoebe Derdowski*
Doug Meswarb & Elizabeth Worden
In Honor of Michael & Elliott Melia*
Dr. Farahad Dastoor
Dr. Ivan Manev
Dr. Jerri Jensen
Mary Ellen Camire*
Dr. Robert Atwell
Eleanor Hess
Eric and Marguerite Henninger 
Steadman
Erin Whitham*
Gary & Nancy Betz
Gina Bingham
Ginger Maxwell
Hannah Wunderli
In Memory of Fred Kircheis (5)
The Jandreau Family*
Jacob Baker
James Nichols
Jane Deane
In Honor of Ellen Conway*
Joanne Van Voorhis
John & Jane Poulin
John & Priscilla Kimball
John Kriz*
Jonathan Berry
In Honor of Sundance's X0th Birthday
Bob & Judy Bragg
Alex & Julie Grab
Julie Lisnet
Justin Alley
Kathleen Gillon
Kathleen Meunier
Ken Bloch
Kiana Prescott
Kim Boucher
Larry LaPlante
Laura Emack
Layne Rowe
Lisa Stern

Lucybell Roessiger
Marcia Biggane
Margaret Bond

Marie Hayes
Mark McCollough & Cathy Elliot

Mary Richard
Marybeth Allen
Matthew Tilley

Maxine & Eddie Harrow
Melinda Mccain

Mike & Pat Summerer
Mollie Donohue

Mr. Ben Sprague*
Paddy Murphy`s*

Mr. Joseph Grzybowski
Geaghan`s Pub*
Mrs. Beth Dalton
Betsy & Hunter

Lisa Caron
Pat Burnes*

Ms. Kathleen Glessner
Kelly & Benjamin Scheetz

Ms. Reesa Greenberg
Rita Collyer Barbieri

Shawn Good & Sarah McPartland-Good
Jim & Sonia Franklin

Nancy Ozog
Stephanie Colavito*

Paul & Cathleen Bauschatz
Paul Harris

In Memory of Audrey Higgins
Richard Lenz & Jean Tibbetts 

Robert Friedlander
Roberta Whalen

In Honor of Ben Johnson
Sarah McCarthy

Shelia & Steven Zahm*
Sheridan & Allen Adams
In Honor of DA Parents*

Stephanie Goodwin
Steven Richardson

Sue McClatchy
Sue Tucker

Susan McPike
In Memory of Jerry Byrd

Susan Skinner
Thom Cox and Chris Freeburg*

Walter Tisdale
 

Donor’s Guild $50 - $99
Ms Averi Varney

Erin Benson
Laurens Wilming

Linda Perkins
Mary Bagley

In Honor of Ellen Conway*
Kathryn Markey

Stan Wells
Anonymous (7)

Kendra Overlock
Lynda Ryder

Mr. Dan Tremble
Denise O`Connell

Cynthia Todd
Elizabeth McCullen

Jennifer Austin
The Green-Hamann Family

Janet Carpenter
The First

Forecastle Tattoo
Amy Robinson

In Honor of Jen Shepard* (2)

In Memory of Fred Kircheis (6)
Ann Hartman

Brianna Woodworth*
In Honor of Brianne Beck*

Bridgette Chalila
Camryn Bouchard

Carla Ganiel
Cathy Knight

Charlotte Urbanek
In Honor of Lisa Frazell*

Christine Beres
Cindy Shepley

In Honor of Jillian Sarnacki-Wood*
Connie Potvin
Daniel Horne

Darla Coombs-Cameron
Darren Ranco
David Hobbins

David Lane
Deborah Leon
Dennis Marble
Diane Jackson

In Honor of Dominick Varney (3)
Melody & Bob Neely*

Dr. Marisue & John Pickering 
Diversified Ink Tattoo Studio*

Eileen Yorke
In Honor of Emily Bean

In Honor of Bethany Stough*
Elizabeth Downing

In Honor of Ben Johnson*
Emily Stuart

The Henninger Steadman Family
Castrucci Family*
Heather Hancock

Jan Pilotte
Jane Mclean

Janet Blanchard
Janice Smith

Ken Podell & Jeanne DeVine
Jeanne G Nadeau 

Zac Whitenack
Joan Speyer
Joe Kowalski
John A Kriz

Judy Hakola
In Honor of Margo Lukens

Karin Anderson
Dann & Kathy Gowell*

Kelly Moody
Col Neitz

LaRae LaBouff
Lauri L Kettell
Leigh Hoar III

Lesley Fernow & David Frasz
In Memory of Audrey Higgins (2)

Sean & Maria Landry*
Mark Lausier

Melissa Davison*
Melody Keller

Michael & Diane Smart
Michelle Dunphy

Mona Hillery*
Scott Misler*

Mr. Doug Nangle
Bangor Wine and Cheese*

Mr. Mike Ludwig
Mrs Gisele Guerrette
Mrs. Sandra Serpell
Ms Bette Coopland

Kathryn Markey*
Barbara & William Hodgkins

Bequest:

•Qualified Charitable 
Distribution from an IRA

For More Info Email
Jen@PenobscotTheatre.org

Ensure our light 
burns bright 
with planned 

giving
We are a registered 501(c)(3) and can provide you 
with documentation for your records. Donations 

over $100 annually will be listed in our printed 
playbills.

•Transfer of Stock
•Beneficiary Designation

*Giving Day 2024 Donor

Samantha Lott Hale & 
Benjamin Hale

Ms. Valerie Carter & 
Michael Howard

Nadine Bullion
Nancy Spooner

Nicole Crary
Patricia Hickey

Paul Hume
Ralph & Joyce Harvey

Raymond & Virginia Daries
In Honor of Jocie Cogen*

Richard Helmke
Robert & Jean Marie Koon

Rodney & Susan Jacobs
Rosemary P. Parsons*

The Eyerer Family
Sarah Hentges

Scott Murray
Caitlyn Huetz & Family*

In Honor of Allen Adams*
Stephanie Leonard

Summer Allen
Susan Amero

Sue McKay & Patti Woolley
In Honor of Dave Barrett*

Susan Wheeler
Suzanne Astran

Suzanne & Sandi Carver
In Honor of Dave B*

Suzanne M*
Trudy Tremblay

William Castrucci
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Advertising Specialists of Maine
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Newscenter Maine

MORE THAN TELEVISION

MORE THAN A NEWSROOM

MORE THAN A PLACE TO ADVERTISE

WE ARE

Proud to support

Penobscot Theatre Company< >
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